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Dear Library Lovers,

2024 was a year of forward momentum for our organization. As libraries across the country faced
growing challenges—from book bans to shrinking budgets—we focused on building a strong,
resilient foundation for the future.

Through thoughtful planning and meaningful conversations, we completed a merger with our
longtime partners, the Friends of the Bozeman Public Library. As of January 2, 2025, we are proud
to be one unified organization: the Bozeman Library Friends and Foundation. Together, we are
stronger—raising funds and advocating with one voice for the Library we all cherish.

We are deeply grateful for your unwavering support. Every dollar you give, every book you donate,
advances the vision of our Library as the community cultural center that connects all Bozeman
citizens to their neighbors and the world.

With heartfelt thanks,

Janay Johnson

Executive Director 1,089 donors made 1,566 giftS to the
Bozeman Public Library in 2024.
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Thanks to your support, the Bozeman Public
Library is a place where curiosity grows, ideas
are shared, and community comes together.
Your gifts to the Bozeman Library Friends and
Foundation make vital programs, services, and
spaces possible—things public funding alone
can’'t provide. Thank you for investing to make the
Library a thriving part of our community.
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A Space to Belong and Become

At the Bozeman Public Library, teens find more
than books or a quiet place to study—they

find a space where they can feel safe, seen,

and supported. Every week, the Library’s teen
programs offer a chance to explore new interests,
connect with peers, and build confidence in a
welcoming environment. Whether they're writing
poetry in a Teen Writers’ Workshop, experimenting
with the science of taste in Sweet & Sour Flavor
Science, or shaping clay in Hand Built Ceramics,
teens are discovering who they are and what
they can do.

Last fall, teens gathered in the Library’s Work Bench
for a program that gives back. Crafting for a Cause
brought them together to make simple but powerful
no-sew blankets for patients at Bozeman Health.
During the month of December, students selected
cheerful prints, tied hundreds of knots, and poured
care into every blanket.
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Twenty blankets were delivered to the ICU, Pediatrics,
and Cancer Care units—each one a warm gesture of
support from a young person in our community. The
program also gave teens valuable volunteer hours for
school and college applications, but more importantly,
it showed them that their time and talents matter.

Thanks to generous community donations, we're able
to provide the supplies, materials, and space that

make programs like this possible—empowering teens
to create, give back, and feel at home in their Library.

More than 1,300
teens participated

in Teen Programming
in 2024.

Photo: Patron proudly displaying her Crafting for a Cause project.






The Sound of Community:

Music at the Bozeman
Public Library

Music has a unique power to uplift, connect, and
inspire—and at the Bozeman Public Library, it
plays a beautiful role in bringing our community
together. From front lawn concerts to moments of
discovery in the Children’s Room, music enhances
our Library and brings people together.

Each summer, the Music on the Green series
transforms the Library front lawn into a space where
families spread out blankets, friends gather, and
neighbors come together to enjoy live music under
the summer sky. It’s a celebration of community—
where music brings people together, creates shared
memories, and strengthens our connections.

Inside the Library, music continues to enrich lives
in meaningful ways. Symphony Storytime, in

partnership with the Bozeman Symphony, opens
the doors of imagination for children, introducing

Photo: Students perform at Noon Notes.



In 2024, the Library welcomed 324,131 patrons
and issued 5,763 new library cards

them to the beauty of live performance through
engaging stories and classical music. That spark

of wonder carries into the Children’s Room, where
young visitors can continue their musical journey
with hands-on exploration. Shaker eggs, jingle bells,
rhythm sticks, and an “instruments of the world”
kit invite kids to discover sounds and rhythms from
cultures around the globe.

Noon Notes, in partnership with Montana Chamber
Music, brings chamber music to the Library, creating
intimate performances where local musicians and
community members come together in perfect
harmony. In the winter months, Jazz in the Library
fills the second floor with soulful melodies every
Saturday. And Singing Souls Senior Sing-Along
brings joy and connection to older adults through
shared songs and warm memories.

Photo: Father-daughter dance at Music on the Green.

These vibrant programs are made possible by the
generous support of donors like you. Thank you for
helping us make the Library a place where music
brings people together and creativity thrives!




On the Move:

Library Services That Connect Our Community

Not everyone in our community can easily make it
to the Library. Whether it's due to distance, limited
mobility, or busy schedules, many people face real
barriers to access. That's where the Library’'s Mobile
Services team steps in—delivering Library resources,
programs, and a sense of connection directly to them.

Since 2017, the Bookmobile has delivered the
Library to neighborhoods across the Gallatin Valley.
Now with the addition of a second vehicle, Mobile
Services makes more than 60 stops each month,
visiting early learning centers, schools, public parks,
and senior living communities.

At early learning centers and rural schools, the arrival
of the Bookmohile is met with excitement—especially
when Mr. Ben leads a lively storytime. In parks, visitors
often discover the library on wheels by surprise,
creating spontaneous opportunities to explore books,
sign up for a Library card, or enjoy a story outdoors.
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For many, these visits are a regular highlight—
something they plan for and look forward to each
month. That's certainly true for Patty, a resident at
a local senior living community. Like many of her
neighbors, she can't always make it to the Library,
especially during Bozeman’s long winters. Mobile
services helps bridge that gap by bringing new
materials to explore, fresh topics to dive into, and
chances to share conversations and ideas right to
her doorstep.

This powerful outreach is
made possible by people
like you. Community
generosity funded the
Bookmobile’s launch—
and today, your support
keeps the expanded
mobile outreach efforts
running strong.

Photo: Mr. Ben leads storytime at an early learning center.
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In 2024, Bozeman Public
Library’s Mobile Services:

Made 759 Stops
Welcomed 11,797 Patrons
Checked Out 26,071 Materials
Hosted 502 Programs
Issued 164 New Library Cards

“A lot of people
here rely on the
shuttle or family for
transportation, so the
Bookmobile is such a
great service!
The mobile services
team takes great care
to bring a variety
of materials that
meet everyone’s
needs—even for people who are hearing
or visually impaired. Sometimes | grab
a large print book just so | don’t have
to wear my glasses! I’m so grateful for

this library service. It keeps us learning,
young, and curious.”

—Patty Dolecek, senior living community resident



In 2024,
the Library
circulated 611,527
physical items
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Your Generosity Writes the Story

An exceptional public library doesn’t happen by chance—it’s built by a community that believes in access,
creativity, and learning for all. Here in the Gallatin Valley, the Bozeman Public Library reflects that shared
commitment. From weekly yoga classes and children’s programs to bold renovations, the Library continues

to grow and evolve because of you.

Spent to Support Your Library

ACCESS TOF All oo $34,997
AQVOCACY e $61,500
Growing with our COMMUNITY ...cevevvecereerereieeeieen, $48,811
Healthy, Connected CommMUNItY....cccoveirieierierieiennnens $33,718
Youth & Early Learning.....ccccceeeeveveveincereeeesseve, $28,204
IN-KiNd SErViCeS.....coveieeveveieieieiereeeeeee e $112,346
Other SUPPOIT c.cevveeceeeeeee et $12,173
Total Support to Library............c.cccccooeeevereininnnnn. $331,748
Foundation Operating COStS....cccoevririeeiriererines $368,155
TOTAL.....oiiieee e $699,903

Sources of Support

CONEITOULIONS +.e et $663,397
SPECial EVEONTS....ovveececeeeeeeeeeeee e $123,031
INterest & DIVIAENAS ...ooveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $649,676
Other INCOME™ ..ot $6,445
TOTAL.....ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e $1,443,049

Photo: Patrons enjoy an afternoon in the Teen Corner

Bozeman Library Friends and Foundation

Board of Directors Staff
Tom Stonecipher, President
Tom Whyel, Vice President

Janay Johnson
Executive Director
Kit Heffner, Treasurer
Cindy Christin, Secretary
Katherine Ball

Cathy Dorgan

Elizabeth Kelly

Marilyn Kennelly

Sonja Bahr
Director of Development
& Communications

Amy Benjamin
Book Sale & Marketing
Coordinator

Andrea Kavert

Marley McKenna .
Operations Manager

Connie Ostrovsky
Rachel Ruggles

*Includes art sales. Year ending December 31, 2024. Does not include
investment gains/losses. Comprehensive audited financial statements
are available at supportbozemanlibrary.org.
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